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THE 


POTTERS’ ¥ EXAMINER 


“ GoD, AND OUR RIGHT.” 


No. 26. Vol. 1. Saturpay, May 25rn, 1844. Price One Penny. 
OUR HOME IN THE WEST! 
TO THE UNITED BRANCHES OF OPERATIVE calculating cruelty, from the veriest dregs of human vil- 
TERS lany, to place thousands in want, that a few heartless 
POTTERS. : men may revel in abundance! If there be any one 
FRIENDS, BroruEers, AND FELLOW-WoORKMEN,— | crime to which the seal of Almighty vengeance will be 
We have now practically commenced the great work of | affixed, the grinding of the poor is that crime. ‘The cries 
labour’s regeneration, as far as the Potting branch of } of helpless infancy, the broken-hearted sighs of toiling 
British manufacture is concerned. The first step was | women, the deep repinings of hopeless men, all appeal 
taken on Monday evening last, at Mr. William Berry’s, }to heaven, in accents terrible as despair, for redress. 
Talbot Inn, Hanley, and the foundation laid for further | Already have thousands of helpless children and hopeless 
proceedings. That step will call forth the energies of | and despairing parents been hurried to their last home 
every working potter who feels desirous of seeing his | by these avariciously wicked men: already do they stand 
trade placed in a position by which labour shall receive | before the throne of Almighty justice, with their ragged, 
a just and equitable remuneration for all work performed. | meagre, attenuated forms; their pale, thin, cadaverous 
Every good man, and every honest manufacturer, will | features, appealing for their class—asking for justice, 
hail taat step with pleasure, and will render every as-|swhere none will de denied / on the heads of those who 
sistance to realize the great and important objects for | now callously and systematically crush the hopes, hearts, 
which it is taken; namely, a just remuneration for la-} and lives of the poor. O! God will answer their ap- 
bour, and agricultural homes for our redundant hands. } peal, and will look down in mercy on the poor! He 
No honest manufacturer, and no good man, would ever} will break the power of the oppressor, and will give 
desire that there should be starving, unemployed men in | strength to this world’s toiling sufferers. He will teach 
society, for the wicked purpose of keeping down the | the poor that they have the power to create homes for 
price of labour. Where hungry men go wandering | themselves; cheerful, plenveous, happy homes, free 
about, asking for the liberty to toil, morals must be} from the oppressions of tyrannical men, and the vicious 
depressed, and property must be insecure. It is, there- } consequences of a factory life. He will teach them that 
fore, to the interest of all, and to the conservation of! ynijon is strength, and that from land and Jabour all 
religion, that poverty and the want of employment! wealth is produced. He will teach them that land is to 
should be removed ; and he who can lay down plans for;be procured—rich, fertile land!—in a free and pros- 
the obtainment of these good and righteous objects is a | perous country. He will teach them that under the pre- 
benefactor to his country, and ought to be cherished by {sent villanous competitive system, that, for the poor to 
all christian men. Those who have read the late debates { be prosperous, it is requisite that labour should be scarce. 
in the House of Commons, on the Factory Question, {He will teach them, and they will learn / that to remove 
must have shuddered at the appalling recitals of the { their surplus labour to a home in the West, will be to 
depths of degradation and misery in which thousands of | give power to those who remain behind, and a fair re- 
the working classes of this country are now placed. {muneration for the production of honest industry. He 
Every sensitive heart must sicken at these fearful pictures | will teach them this, and they will act upon His teaching, 
of hopeless misery ; and yet there are those who wish }and will create a home, a prairie home in the western 
to perpetuate this pandemonial state in a christian land, ! world ! 
by propping up a system in which labour shall be in|; I have said that the first graeat practical step, for the 
abundance, so that a few avaricious men may amass obtainment of this home, bas been taken. Let, then, 


grown wealth of the extremely rich: it is a cool, black, 





millions sterling of wealth, from the cheap and slavish 
toil of starving men. Oh God! it is a terrible and un- 
feeling crime fo starve men into the sale of their labour, 
for the purpose of adding still more to the already over- 


}every working potter deem it his highest duty to give 


efficiency to that step. Officers for the company have 
been put in nomination. Let the characters of those 
men be thoroughly investigated, but more especially 
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those of the trustees, in whose hands much power will} 
be placed. } 

The laws have been duly certified, so that full legality } 
is now given to all our proceedings, and a copy of the | 
same has been sent to the Clerk of the Peace for the 
County of Stafford. Tle Company is now enrolled un- 
der Act of Parliament, so that any shareholder, having 
any grievance to complain of, relative to the society's 
proceedings, can seek and obtain redress in a British } 
court of judicature, even though he be on the society's | 
land in America. 

The next great step to be taken is, to enter into nego- 
ciation with the States’ Government, relative to the pur- | 
ehase of land; namely, twelve thousand acres. This 


should be done with the stipulation to pay for the same | 


by instalments, in the course of ten years, so that the 
great bulk of the funds realized on the shares may be 


devoted to send off our surplus hands as speedily as pos- } 


sible. 


It will be seen, by the laws, that the funds will be | 


raised by shares of one pound sterling each, which will 
be paid by instalments of not less than six-pence per 
week, the committee having power to call for additional 


subscriptions when those funds are exhausted. It will also | 
be seen that the allotments will be made according to, 
ballot; each allotment or share to consist of 20 acres ;' 
and that those who may have the good fortune to receive | 


thefr allotments, will have their migrating expenses paid 
for them to the society’s land, and a building raised for 
them previous to their arrival. Indeed every step will 
be taken, compatible with the funds of the society, to 


make thetransition from the Old to the New World | ; 
} wife__where children are snatched with apparent vio- 


ae easy and as agreeable as possible. 
It is not a money-making scheme that we have now 
entered upon, although every farthing invested will bear 


ite interest, but an act of charity ;-a praiseworthy effort | 


to improve, by moral and christian means, the condition 
of honest, suffering families. Let, then, every indivi- 


dual who feels iuterested in ameliorating the condition of | 


the poor, lend a helping hand to forward the objects of 
this great and good cause. The subscriptions are but 
small, and comes within the means of the most humble. 
Oh! then, let every effort be made for the sake of suffer- 
‘ing humanity! for the sake of those who are endeared to 
us by all the ties of country and of trade! 

In a few weeks the laws will be printed, when every 
shareholder will have an opportunity of becoming fami- 
liar with his duty, and of seeing that every officer fulfils 
his allotted task. It will be seen that the laws are highly 
stringent on the officers of the Company, which is abso- 


ously, and that the time is not far distant when the pot- 
ters will have a rural home in the Western World. 
MENTOR. 


To the Editor of the “‘ Potters’ Examiner.”’ 
Sin,—If ever I felt interested in the prosperity and 
well-being of mankind, it is at the present time ; espe- 


'cially when I consider the difficulties with which they 


have to contend. ‘They are almost trodden under foot, 
consequen'ly they can neither look nor speak freely. 


Such a state of things, Sir, ought not to be. The rich 
{man is but man after all, and made of dust like his 


fellow-man, and to dust we must all return. What oc- 
casion, then, has one man to fear another? If the poor 
man must fear and feed the rich, ought not the ricb to 
fear and feed the poor? To be sure they ought. But 
is this the fact? Alas, no! Therefore, when I see the 
homes of my fellow-operatives filled with want and 
poverty, and thousands of cheerless fathers and mothers 
asking for toil, and whose ears are stunned with the 
cries of their children, who are in want of bread to 
satisfy the cravings of hunger, I feel sick at heart, and 


}wish myself far from this land of prisons and poor- 


houses. Yes! this is the case in Christian England! 
Ifundreds are dying from want, in the midst of plenty! 
And what is there in man, that appears anything like 
criminality, that he should thus suffer from the want of 
the necessaries of life, and be necessitated to crave 
charity from door to door, or to be incarcerated in a 


} merciless bastile, where that bond of social tie is violated, 


that exists between man and wife ?the bastile, where 
the husband is separated from his endearing and tender 


lence from the embrace of parental sffection, and put, 


} perhaps, under the government of a perfect stranger, 


and, it might be, under the government of those who 
are ignorant of the feelings of parents towards their 
children. How repugnant is such a practice to the feel- 
ings of humanity! What man is there that has a bro- 
| therly- feeling towards his fellow-man, whois thus suffer- 
jing, but what would, fearless of men and things, 
| ** lift up his voice, and cry aloud, and spare not,” against 
}such an unchristian-like system ? 

And notwithstanding, Sir, the baseness of this prac- 
|tice, its perpetrators call themselves cuRisTIANs, and 
}are dreaming, daily and hourly, of going to heaven, 
jalthough they are thus opposing the interest and well- 
}being of their fellow-men, not knowing that their in- 
| terest is interwoven with the interest of others. Christ 


| tells us that we are “‘ to love our neighbours as ourselves.” 


lutely necessary for the proper government of a society | Indeed, if a man loves not his fellow-man, whom he 


like the present. 


society and efficiency to all its operations. 


The ground-work fur future proceedings has now been | 


Indeed no step has been left untaken, | has seen, how can he love God, whom he has not seen? 


by the compilers of those laws, to give stability to the | It is impossible ! 


The sufferings, Sir, of our fellow-operatives are 
koown throughout the length and breadth of the land; 





laid. Every member of the Central Committee seems | and not only so, but year after year, distress upon dis- 
fully alive to the importance of these proceedings, and} tress has been laid on the shoulders of thousands of 
will, doubtless, use all his energies to their harmonious | helpless, industrious operatives; and who would not 
working, and the ultimate realization of the objects of the | sympathize with the distressed aud oppressed of maa- 
society. Let us hope, then, thet all will go on prosper- 'kind? The poor and the ucedy demand our sympa- 
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} 

thies, and they ought to have their grievances :edressed. | some encroachment which has been made on their just 
If this were done, the sufferings of humanity would, in| and legitimate rights, or for the purpose of getting ad- 
a great measure, be unknown | vancement in their wages, and to better their conditions 

Sir, in by-gone days, when tyranny was not made | as working men; but if whenthey do, they are treated 
the han! to make the poor man poorer, every indus- | with the highest contempt, as if they were but useless 
triouvs man knew his duty, consequently he would do his | members of society. How inconsistent are such pro- 
equal share of work with the rest of his fellow-opera- | ceedings as these, with that precept of beaven, which 
tives. says, “ Do unto others as ye would that others should 

But of late, since labour has been added to labour,}do unto you.” Therefore, Sir, to act thus is highly 
and the price of labour reduced, certain individuals have | criminal on their part as christians, and is displeasing 
endeavoured to raise themselves in the estimation of their | in the sight of God and good men. If these individuals, 
employers, to which I have no objection, if they do it} Sir, were guided in all their transactions with masters 
justly and at their own expense, and not at the expense | and men, under the influence of enlightened and proper 
of others; but frequently it is done at the expense of} judgment, they would act with justice to both parties, 
others. When, therefore, they have become “bailies” | which is wanting amongst the operative potters. May 
or furemen, and power and influence placed in their | that blessed period soon arrive when “ bailies’ shall act 
hands, they have used them, in certain cases, as instru- | thus! 





ments of oppression to bring down the wages of indus- | 
try. Men, Sir, who are to move in the position of 
“ bailies” or foremen, ought, in my opinion, to be the 
best of men; men whose winds are free from every 
principle that is opposed to the interest of mankind at 
large. Justice should characterize all their transactions 
as mediators between the employer and the employ ed. 
On the justness of these men’s transac'ions depends the 
prosperity of the working classes. Therefore, if they 
display a spirit of equitable dealings, they shall be es- 
teemed both by God and man. But when I take a view, | 
Sir, of the present arrangement of things, in reference 
to the conduct of these individuals, towards the hard- 
working portion of operatives, I am led to think they 
are no better than they should be; indeed, some of 
them do not seem to be like perfect christians in their 
doings. Every observing operative cannot help but 
know this fact, namely, that where there was formerly | 
but one “ baily,”” now there is five or six. There is 
one over the biscuit painters, another over the gilders 
aud enamel painters; thus I might go on, an? name the 








printers, burnishers, aud the oven departme nt; in fact 
it is nearly the same in every branch, even to the doing 
of odd work. 

Now, Sir, I should like to know who pays these men | 
their wages, or from whence it comes. If from the| 
waster, he would do better with less “‘ bailies,” and 
more workmen; but, alas! the master suffers not on 
this account, The poor operatives are the only indivi- 
cuals who have to suffer from the great extent to which 
this system of bailyship is carried on in the potting de- 
partment. As “ bailies” have increased, the price of 
labour has decreased; which fact every thinking potter 
must be aware of. A few of these individuals are not in- 
fluenced by a disinterested love to working men, in their 
public operations, but by selfishness and a grasping dis- 
position of gain: I mean individual gain. That which 
influences them to endeavour with all their might to 











Another thing, Sir, which I consider to be detri- 
meutal to the working classes is, that of beiog unwil- 
lingly compelled by their employers to live in their 
houses. It the men will not comply with this unrea- 
sonable request of their employer, they have, therefore, 
in certain instances, lost their situations ; consequently 
they have been stript of their inheritance, bread and 
all! And where this has not been the case, the “ bai- 
lies” and men of influence, under whom such men of 
honest industry have had to work, have acted thus. I 
do not object, Sir, to living under such men, providing 
I may have the privilege to leave such dwelling when I 
please, without endangering my situation. But this 
cannot possibly be done, Sir. I hope the working 
classes will pay deference to reason and conscience on 
this subject. 

Another thing which wants naming is, that of indivi- 
duals being discharged from their employment at a moment's 
notice. A man, under present circumstances, is not 
sure of his situation one day from another. This prac- 
tice, Sir, is wrong on the pa~* of both master and man. 

In conclusion, Sir, allow me to state that ] am ac- 
tuated by no other feeling than that of forwarding the 
interest of every individual operative throughout the 
district, in thus speaking against certain practices. 

I am yours, Sir, in the bonds of union, 
ENOCH BRADSHAW. 
Hanley, May the 11th, 1844. 


PROGRESS OT TRADE REFORM. 
THE HANDLERS. 
To the Editor of the “ Potters’ Examiner.” 
HANLEY. 

This Lodge acted their part like men for the first three 
or four months, and then they absconded from the Central 
Committee, because one person could not be acknowledged 
as a turn-out case. Still they have done towards their 





crush the energies of the industrious poor, in order that | own cases what was needful, and last night a Delegate 
they might the more easily have the same at their com-| came to the Central Board, and we hope that in future 
mand. Sir, it frequently happens that the timid opera- | they will put forth charity, and help those who cannot help 
lives have to appear before theee men of power about! themselves. 
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Seared no danger. 
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STOKE. NOTICE TO CORRESPONDENTS. 
No estublished Lodge here, nor any paying members, We have received a short note Srom “A Flat Presser,” 
with the exception of a few who reside elsewhere, and are | Stoke, stating that Mr. John Stanway was duly elected to 
. sit on the Central Committee, at the time that he gave his 


paying tn other lodyes. The generality of the handlers tn} . 
this district act as though they were guile secure, and | ttlendance, some time back. If Mr. Stanway has wed 
\complaint to urge, we would advise him to lay the same 
FENTON ; before the Ct ntral Committee, and we have not the least 
nk. Ses aha age | doubt that they will do him all the justice which any rea- 
This little Lodge has done its duty well, and has been' sonable man can desire, as they have ever proved them. 
admired by all the rest of the Lodges, for their attention | selves prepared to act on the wise principle of conciliation 
to Union principles and practices. But we were sorry| rather than on that of antagonism and division. 
to hear from their Delegate, last niyht, that but Jive | The instruction of our Swinton friends shall be attended 
attended the Lodge on Saturday-evening week : where the to. 


numbers are small, they should all try to attend if pos-' Aw Operative PotTeR, IN OUR NEXT. 
sible. { CHanrries HoLwins, IN oUR NEXT. 
LONGTON. |; JOHN ScroFIELD, RECEIVED. 
This Lodge worked bravely Sor a long time, and their | THE POTTERS’ EXAMINER, 
Delegate has been unceasing in his attendance at the And Workman's Advocate. May 25tTu, 1844. 


Central Board. They have had sixteen or eighteen un- | We 
—- and turn-out cases most part of the winter. | “ 
district, We should lik ray : ; te Longton vocate, and that the next issue will be an improved 

or . ear of them uniting from } series in paper, type, and, we hope, from the experience 
principle, and not from mere excitement. | we have had, in matter also. The only features of our 

There has been about £91 received by the Central) little paper that will remain unchanged are those of its 
Board during the two quarters; out of which has been } form and price. These we intend ta continue, but more 
paid the following sums:—For posters and use of the especially the latter, as the object of our labour is m- 
room for General Meeting, £1 5s. 1d ; for books and | struction and not money. We are happy also to state, 
paper, 28.; and for the use of a room for the Central | in addition to friend Wedgwood and others, that we are 
Committee, for six months, 7s. All the other money has | promised the assistance of some able correspondents, 
been paid to the unemployed and turn-out cases. We | whose labours have not yet appeared in the columns of 
think it useless to give each man's name, and what he \‘* The Examiner ;”—we shall hail their assistance with 
has received. Any Lodge is at liberty to examine the pleasure and thanks! 


are happy to inform our friends and our brethren in 
union, that the present number will close the first volume 


books when they think proper. ' We now take our Jeave, with the full conviction that 

Thus, Mr. Editor, we have been as brief as possible, much good has been done, and that we are in possession 
and as plain and straightforward as the nature of the | of the confidence of all our friends, which confidence 
business would allow of ; and, in conclusion, we may say | it shall be our greatest study to deserve: we will do all 
that we never knew more of a Union spirit to exist amon ' that in our power lie to forward the hopes, objects and 
Handlers at this part of the year, than what now dis- } interests of our class, in whose welfare all our hopes and 
plays itself ; although each Lodge complains of having too} sympathies are concentrated : may God protect them in 
many defaulters. But this is not to be wondered at, these days of competitive strife ! 





while there are so many men that neither fear nor at-| ~~ wailQRATION 1 ace —_—— 
salle ‘ oo EMIGRATION.—Letrer. No. 15. 
a ying themselves, only when danger stares — Liverpool, April 25, 1844. 
_ — 7 Dear Stx,—In my last you had information of the 
¢ are yours, in the bonds of Union, mineral resources of the United States, and of the 
THE CENTRAL COMMITTEE. | amazing advances this people have made in mining op- 
Elephant and Castle, May 13th, 1844. ‘erations, in machinery for factories, in Engineering, in 





: me a ——_____________ | millwright work, in nail making, and in cutlery goods, 
snes trees ee CRATEMAKERS AND | T would add that the American engineers seldom use 
The Fi d United B au : | boiler-plate iron thicker than three-sixteenths and 
Siedine held thesr 7 op 4 Cratemakers and | quarter-inch for marine engines, whereas we use them 
Marguis of Gras by Tr - yA . vay last, a the | three-eighths and half-inch; and that they use no angle 
a he "Sick, mn, Durstem, when the important | iron in their boilers as we do, because their plates are 80 
“ 3 of a re Se were entered into, | tough that they will flanch, cup, bend, and twist in any 
ad name nl i oped at cry mente way they ree. The ol maker i ost pc 
; ; mecessuly QO) supporting UMS) told me that they did not wish for better plates than 
praiseworthy proceeding. It will tend to give more strength! their own. These plates are charcoal iron, and are 
to their body than any other step that could be taken. May | bought retail at 42 to 5 cents per |b., or 228 to 238. 6d. 
7. g 3 & . to 23s. 
they prosper in their noble undertaking ! per cwt. There have been very few mincrals discovere¢ 
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in Canada. Iron ore has been found at Marmora, near | there are generally ignorant and uneducated, drunken 
Kingston, and iron works were erected there, but they dissipated iv their habits, and coarse and vulgar in their 
are now standing idle. A small quantity of iron is | manners, and consequently that they are not worth half 
made as the Three Riverson the St. Lawrence, at alittle | as much to their employers as American workmen are; 
forge about half way between Montreal and Quebec; | besides which, that one of them has been used to strik- 
besides this, 1 heard of no other in the whole of that | ing only in a swith’s shop, and he can do nothing else; 
immense country. There are two enginecring estab-}arother has been used to forging, another to filing, 
lishments in Montreal, and one at Niagara town, andj another to turning, another to finishing, and none of 
there are a few axe manufacturers and founders in that | them are of the least use in any other part of the busi- 
country, but their manufacturesalto gether are trifling} ness, or know anything about the machine they are 
in extent. Large quantities of American-made goods} making, hence their difficulty in getting employment 
are sold in Canada, and they compete successfully with }there. Whereas the American workman is intelligent 
British goods, after they have paid our duty upon them. } and educated, he understands the work he is about from 
There is nothing like that energy and enterprise among } beginning to end, and though he can work better in some 
the Canadians, that you see everywhere in the United | departments than others, he can turn his hand if neces- 
States. They depend for a business more upon the large} sary, and earn his living at anything that is done in the 
expenditure of the British government upon the public; shop. And if he is not pleased with his employer or 
works in Canada, and among the troops stationed there, | employment, he gathers up his tools, travels 2,000 miles 
than upon their own internal resources. ‘They are great} to the west, cuts down timber, cultivates land, and be- 
advocates for a continuance of the corn laws as they are;|comes a farmer. Whilst the English emigrant, if he 
they say the abolition of the corn laws, with the high} cannot at once get employment in his little petty de- 
freights and charges they have to pay, would shut their | partment of labour in America, runs home crying to his 
corn out of the British market entirely. Canada always} mother in England, and gives America a bad character.” 
has been, still is, and so long as it remains a colony is} The American workmen further say, “* We do not 
ever likely to be a great expense, and very litcle benefit | fear competition with English machinery, English work- 
to the people of this country. But I must in justice say | manship, or English workmen. What we fear, and the 
that I like Canada well, better than the United States, | only thing we fear, is competition with English wages— 
and I like the Canadian people; they are generous, | and that we will not compete with as long as we can keep 
hospitable, kind, obliging. You feel yourself at home | your starvation goods out of our market by a Tariff. But 
there among Englishmen, with English feelings, habits, | give your workmen (for reasonable hours’ work ) wages 
and manners —every thing English, except that you see|that will support them and their families in comfort 
very little of our English poverty and distress anywhere. | equal to our own, and we will meet and compete with 
All the necessaries of life are cheap, they are as iree| you in any market in the world. But we will have no 
from taxes, they live as comfortably, and there is as} Free Trade with you, as you call it, till this is done.” 
much freedom, and greater safety for person and property | These are the sentiments | have heard expressed by 
in Canada, than there is in the United States. The | almost every working man I met with in America, 
Canadians on the whole are now well governed, and | and remember this is the party that rules the States, and 
they are generally a loyal, contented, and happy people. | we may rely upon it, that no *!teration will be made in 
But I am digressing_—_my object in this letter was to give } their Tariff that they think will sacrifice their interests, 
tome account of the manufactures of the United States. {and lower their wages, and in proportion as we reduce 

Nearly all the cotton, woollen, and other factories, saw } wages and the price of our goods, they will raise their 
mills, iron furnaces and forges, &c., that I saw, are} Tariff to keep them out of the market. But though by a 
worked by water power, which they have to any extent} Tariff American workmen may prevent foreign goods 
on their fine creeks and rivers ; and their steam engines, | from reducing their wages, they cannot prevent this 
turning lathes, planing, drilling, screwing, punching, | reduction coming upon them so long as they have Free 
boring, shearing, and fluting engines and machines, as} Trade competition, and the most approved machinery in 
well as the ditlerent kinds of machinery in their factories, use smong themselves at home; these have already 
seem to me quite equal to any that I have seen in this} reduced iron, lead, coals, manufactured goods, agricul- 
country. And why should they not be equal, or {tural produce, and their wages one half, within the last 
even superior to usin all these things? They have a| few years, and if the present system continue a few years 
great number of well educated, clever mechanics, | longer, it will reduce their wages as low as our own. 
American born, besides many of our best mechanics and eee will the fearful conflict of competition between 
engineers, emigrants. They obtain al! our periodicals,’) England and the United States, for the market of the 
which give them a regular account of all our new in- | world, commence in all its fury, and that time draws 
ventions and improvements, and they have many new | very near; itis even now at our doors, and with the 
and important inventions of their own. ‘Their mechanics } talent and enterprise of these people, and their immense- 
and engineers come here, see al] our improvements, take ly superior resources, the result of the conflict is not 
out the machines with them, and copy and improve upon | doubt'ul,__America will obtain an easy conquest over us, 
them. ‘They say, ‘‘the English workmen that come} if we are mad enough to persevere in our present line of 
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state policy. Monopolies of all kinds must be abolished, they are making great exertions to increase and perfect 
taxes must be greatly lessened, and the price of allthe jit; at present, they import about 2,000,000 dollars worth, 
necessaries of life much reduce.!, before we shall be pre- | There are 82 glass works, making glass, value 3,899,293 
pared to engage in that bloodless war into which we dollars, net value; no duty there; 4226 workmen are 
shall ere long be compelled to enter. ‘his war, when|employed. There were about 20,000,000 of sheep in 
finished, will produce no permanent benefit to either} the States in 1840, producing about 50,000,000 Ibs. of 
party; it will on the contrary reduce prices, profits, and | wool, worth 35 cents per lb., value 17,500,000 dollars, 
wages, still lower and lower, and make the condition of } There were 1420 woollen factories, 2565 fulling-inills, 
the industrious population worse than it ever was be-/ 21,282 hands were employed, and the value of the 
fore. } woollen goods made, was 20,696,993 dollars. There 

Some further idea may be formed of the internal} were, in 1840, 8229 tanneries, which manufactured 
trade, and of the wealth, enterprise, and resources of } 3,463,611 sides of sole leather, 3,781,868 sides of upper 
this wonderful people, from the fact (see J.S. Tanner's | leather, 17,173,029 dollars, and employed 26,018 hands. 
Description of the Canals and Railroads of America) | These statements are taken froin official statistical docu- 
that, in 1840, there were then opened 144 railroads, ex-} ments laid before Congress, to assist them in framing 
tending 5,172 miles ; many unfinished lines have, since | their present tariff, and upon the recommendations there- 
then, been completed, and many new lines have been | in contained, that tariff was based. I might go on enu- 
made ; it is supposed they have now about 7,000) miles, | merating many other articles—paper, floor oil-cloth, mnu- 
either completed, or nearly completed. They had, in 1840, | sical instruments, carriages and waggons for railroads, 
87 canals, extending more than 4,040 miles ; great a:ldi- household furniture, various kinds of machinery, red and 
tions have also been made to these: add to these more | white lead, drugs, pain’s, dies, oils, &c., &e., Ke., but 
than 25,000 miles of navigable lakes and rivers, where} I will only add the very necessary articles of soap and 
thousands of ships, steam-boats, barges, aud craft of all} candles, just remarking that nearly all their large towns 
sizes, are continually plying, loaded with passengers and | and cities, like our own, are lighted with gas, and that 
merchandize of every description, and when to all these | the following are what are made at the manufactories, 
you have added a multitude of coasting vessels, travers- | besides which, large quantities of soap and candles are 
ing the whole length of their immense coast, from Maine | made by private families for their own use, in every part 








to New Orleans, whilst their fine merchant vessels are | of the States, which cannot be known or come into these. 


found trading in all the ports of the world—you have aj}accounts. In 1840, 49,820,497 lbs. of soap, 17,924,507 
mote stupendious and magnificent business-spectacle | lbs. of tal'ow candles, and 3,936,951 Ibs, of spermaceti 
than was evr seen before, in avy age or in any country, | and wax candles were made; 5631 hands were employed, 
except ours ;—and this is the people with whom wehave | and the value of these articles was 6,772,366 dollar. 
to compete for the trade and commerce of the world. {| This was the state of American manufactures four years 
There are nearly 500 blast furnaces, and about 800 | ago; since that time all their manufactures have gieatly 
bloomeries, forges, and rolling-mills, for the manufacture | increased, and they are still advancing with greater ra- 
of iron, in the United States, and they make about | pidity than ever—hastening the period when this compe- 
500,000 tons of iron annually. Their manufactures of | titive system shall destroy itself, and introduce another, 
machinery, hardware, and cutlery—274 iron cannon, | that will give peace, plenty, and happiness to the world. 
38,073 small arms, other metallic wares, carriages and Iam, &c., JOHN FINCH. 
waggons, musical instruments, and mixed manufactures, REVIEW 
in 1840, amounted to about £10,000,000. More than . a nllesy gh Sere 
20,000 persons were employed in making straw-bonnets, | THE PRECURSOR OF UNITY. 
hats, and caps in 1840, and the retail value of the articles; We promised in a former number, to remark agaia 
they produced was more than £2,000,000 sterling. In/ to this highly important aud talented Magazine; itis, 
1810, there were in the States 1240, cotton-mills, with | therefore, with pleasure, that we again call the atten- 
2,234,831 spindles, 129 dying and printing works; the} tion of our readers te its instructive pages. 
value of the cotton goods made was 46,350,458 dollars,} In our former remarks, we briefly reviewed the 
or about £9,280,000. About 760 hands were employed | objects, for the attainment of which, this work is 
in the silk manufacture ; about 15,744 lbs. of silk wasjestablished. We stated, that the principle object 
used, value £23,963 ; a large quantity of silk is still im- | sought to be realized was a modification of the social 
ported. Their manufacture of combs in that year was in| system, so as to extract the poison of the competitive 
value, 1,744,000 dollars; brushes, 1,750,000 dollars. | principle ; making every improvement in science a beue- 
The product of their whole fisheries in 1841, was} fit to the whole, and not, as now, to a fraction of 
7,359,022 dollars. In 1840, they made 6,179,174} society._In addition to the lucid illustrations of the 
bushels of salt, and imported about the same quantity { principles of * Association,” there are others highly 
from abroad ; they are greatly increasing this manufac- | instructive and literary productions. Under the head of 
ture, and will shortly do without the foreign article. They ‘* Social System Reviewed,” we have a series of articles, 
had 659 potteries, and produced wares, value 1,104,825 | running through the last four numbers, of a truly valu- 
dollarsin 1840. This trade is yet in its infancy, but} able character; and which we hope will be continues 
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until the important subject, if possible, is exhausted. | the whole has been based. Such a state of affairs cannot 
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Who «oes not feel a desire to ponder over the plans of | possibly last for ever. The elements of self-destruction 
those good men who, in their days and generations,| are so far worked up in the whole system, that if not 


sought to improve the condition of mankind by altera- 
tions in the present bad, social state. We have here the 
plans of Bellers, Morgan, Fourier, St. Simon, and 
others, and all reviewed in a pure christian spirit, with- 
out prejudice or class feeling. These articles, in short, 
coutain much valuable information; and no ene can 
peruse them without becoming wiser and better from 
that perusal ! 

There is also, in the fourth number, the commence- 
ment of a literary tale, ‘‘ Arthur Wilton; or, the Mer- 
chant’s Son,” which, unlike the mass of fictious rubbish 
which daily issues from the press, contains a moral of 
great, social importance. Here we have a beautiful con- 
trast of the practice and precept of the world,—of the 
purity of unperverted, youthful innocence and the moral 
jargon and paradoxes of trading men. How far superior 
do the common sense, simplicity, and feeling of boyhood 


appear, when contrasted with the calculating manttion of | 


commercial men! This tale offers to display phases of 
society, and morals which, at present, Jie hid,—buried 
beneath heaps of gold and sophistry. In the last num- 
ber the hero of the tale, Arthur Wilton, was about to 
commence his probationary studies at Eton. We feel 
anxious to meet with him again, in the next month’s 
Precursor. 


There are articles, also, on religion--pure undefiled 
religion !__on the social position of Woman, and on 
Science. There are Correspondence, Poetry, and 
Reviews, and all executed, as far as typography 1s con- 
cerned, in the first style of art, and at one half the price 
of the regular * Montblies.” 

LETTER, NO. IV. 

TO THE MANUFACTURERS & TRADESMEN 
OF THE STAFFORDSHIRE POTTERIES. 


GENTLEMEN,—In three letters preceding this, we have 
taken a view of your position in society, the power and 
influence in connection with that position, the state of 
trade generally, and the causes thereof, and, hoping that, 
by this time, you have given the subjects a calm consi- 
deration, we are now wishful to impress upon your 
minds another great and important part, i. e., that with- 
out you, as Manufacturers and Tradesmen, are pre pared 
to give up the all-destroying system of competition, (we 
mean over much competition, as described in our Jast,) 
and to cease to oppress and enslave your poor fellow- 
men, and are also disposed to adopt a more sound, ho- 
nest, and judicious mode of conducting and carrying on 
business, in vain may we look for any material good. 
Nothing less than a perpetual state of insecurity on your 
part, and of toil and poverty on ours, need ever be ex- 
pected, until, by some unspeakable, and, perhaps, much 
dreaded eruption of social, civil, and commercial ar- 
tangements takes place, as the ultimate result of that 
erroneous, selfish, and self-destroying principle on whi: h 


| extracted or withdrawn by the timely hand of prudence, 
| will, at a certain point, explode; and, gentlemen, to 
| that point things are fast approaching, and every addi- 
| tional weight added to the burden beneath which society 
| bends and groans; and every fresh invasion made on the 
| rights of labour ; and every renewed attempt to oppress 
and enslave the industrious classes, is only hastening us 
}onward to this climax of social and commercial folly, 
| beyond which neither policemen, nor magistrates, pri- 
| sons, nor transportations, swords, nor deaths, can pos- 
sibly compel such a state of affairs to move one step. 
{You may set this aside as being enthusiasm, or inscribe 
| on it, “False prophecy ;” but, Sirs, there is a natural 
| tendency in all things, and in all systems, and institu- 
| tions, too ; and if the principle on which they are based 
jand conducted, be a lad one, then the conclusion will 
} be a bad one also. This is self-evident, and ample proof 
} is furnished from the rise progress, and final overthrow 
}o all those nations, systems, and institutions, which 
| have passed away, or become extinct, for want of being 
} pure, sound, and just in their constitutions, and wise, 
| upright, and virtuous in their practices. The Almighty 
| bas the same abhorrence to tyranny, oppression. injustice 
and sin, as He ever had ; and the poor and the oppressed 
have only to become desirous of doing his will ; and then 
to lift their voices to him, and He will put forth His 
power and save them, as He did the oppressed Israelites. 
The termination of these conflicting interests may not 
take place in our day, but it may be so in our childrin’s 
time, if not averted; and we ought to have an eye to 
| their welfare and safety, as much as to our own. It is 
ours, in a great measure, to lay the foundation on which 
they may build their hopes for life. Not, Sirs, by laying 
up an independency for them, ‘ut by making such ar- 
| rangements in the affairs of society, as shal] be the best 
j calculated to secure to them, by simple industry, the 
necessaries and comforts of life. There is, perhaps, 
| but one way of accomplishing so desirable an end, and 
| that is by our individual and united efforts. 

You, Sirs, have power and influence sufficient at com- 
mand to effect great changes in the arrangements of 
society, and to confer on mankind incalculable blessings. 
Only let the power your station and wealth affords be 
judiciously employed in promoting the good of society, 
and your influence be made to operate on all within its 
range, in order to get them to co-work with you in re- 
moving what is wrong, and in establishing whatever is 
calculated to raise the working classes in the ecale of 
social enjoyment, and in eradicating from the mercantile 
world those causes from whence the evils complained of 
emanate, and then a delightful and beneficial change 
will speedily follow. Trade will become pleasant, steady, 
and profitable, and industry will yield her abundance to 
the working classes. But this wi'l never be the case so 
long as you, as Manufacturers and Tradesmen, carry on 








your wild and antagonistic system of competition, or 
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so long as the interests of the Menace ont the | ADJOURNED MEETING 


operatives are kept asunder in the position of two} OF THE 


rival interests. There must be a coming more together. | POTTERS’ EMIGRATION SOCIETY. 


Masters and Servants must be brought to see, and feel, | 
their relative connection to each other, and that @ one- | 6 hw District EMIGRATION COMMITTEES of Tunstall, 
ness of interest subsists between them,—that the good of | Burslem, Stoke, Fenton, and Longton, are requested to 


° forward the names of the Shareholders, given in at their several 
the one will produce the good of the other, and that | \scalities, and to inform their friends, that the Election of 


the falling of the interest on one side will lead to the down- | Officers for the Company will take place at 

JSall of the other. These hostile feelings and injurious | MR. BERRY’S, TALBOT INN, HANLEY 

strugglings must give way toa unity of interest, feeling, ae ie hy RE Ope 

purpose, and effort amongst us as members of one family, | a ee ane June the 3rd, 1844.—Chair to be takes 

or as the united, although distinct, parts of the great eines 

social machinery of compact. : A Provisional Committee, for the Enrolment of Names, will 
Gentlemen, the question now presents itself, How, or sit at Mr. BERRY’S, on Monday Evening next, May 27th, at 


. : | Se Clock, to wh I ight be fi ded. 
by what means, are the interests and welfare of all the| oe sae Ee ee wae : 


varied gradations in society to be secured? We answer, |  sanenee a MIODANRC 
by one and all making it their chief business to look} NOTICE TO EMIGRANTS, 
after, and to afford, that protection to the trade, or) FITZI1UGH, WALKER, AND Co., 12, GOREE PIAZZAS, 
principal means whereby the support of all is to be de- LIVERPOOL 

>, 


rived. Every city, town and village has its staple, or | 


principal trade or business, and on which all others are| Despatch Fine First-class American Ships, 
more or less depending ; and in the same proportion as | , , 
the chief trade flourishes or declines, in the same ratio! Of large Tonnage, for the following Ports, viz : 
all the others rise or fall. | NEW YORK, BOSTON, 
(To BK CONCLUDED NEXT WEEK.) PHILADELPHIA, and 
ie SE BALTIMORE, NEW ORLEANS, 
Wes cose 3 ter Gites, coat saath we | And which are intended to sail punctually on their appointed days, 
a re | They are fitted up expressly for the comfort and convenience of 
Proud honours or wealth I ne’er wish to obtain Cabin & : P 
Unenvied I'd dwell, where content sheds her beam atta, Second Cabin, and Steasage Passengers. ne yey © 
Saw ewent Withe a er Gis Gite of 0 Geant 4 } emigrate, may save themselves the expense and delay of waiting in 
. y : ahr ‘ — | Liverpool, by writing a letter addressed as above, which will be im- 
With the first peep of morn, ere the bright God of day mediately answered, the lowest Price of Passage told them, and 
ate yo a. o’er oo vales ney ee ray ; they will be enabled to go direct on board the Ship, immediately 
ould the lark’s warbling notes first dispel the light dream, _{ on their arrival in Liverpool, thus saving the Expense of Lodging, 
In that sweet little cot by the side of the stream ! | &c. And should F. W. and Co., detain any Ship after the appointed 
When evening steals on, and the sun in the west } Time, Passengers will be paid for detention. 
ae have sunk, a soft couch shall invite me to rest ; | Passengers will be found by the Ships with the full quantity of 
And love from those eyes that I doat on shall gleam, | Biscuit, Flour, Oatmeal, Rice, and Potatoes, according to Act of 
Adding charms to the cot by the side of the stream ! } Parliament, without extra charge. 
Cobridge. - @@ Every information will be given by applying as above, or to 


JUG INN, SHELTON, — pate rnmvcigorennsinacts dapaiyiiatncsne 
ON SATURDAY, MAY 25, 1844, | To the Independent Operatives of the Staffordshire 
There will be a Splendid Shew of Tulips, | Potteries ! 


Pansie’s, Greeni-House Plants, &¢., &e., | IF YOU WANT TO BUY A CHEAP HAT, 
At the House of Mr. MATTHEW BOOTH, JUG INN, Shelton, GO TO 


which will be further enriched by a numerous and well-} r y 
assorted collection of Stuffed Animals, Birds, and Insects, &c. } SALISBURY . AND Co.'s 
The Flowers will be Staged by Three o’Clock, and remain for } HAT DEPOTS, BURSLEM, OR CORNER OF 
} 4 a, 4th, 


Public Inspection, the three following days. The Company of } 

any Friend will be esteemed a favour. TONTINE STREET, HANLEY. 

me M. B. Begs to inform bis Friends, that he has entered upon z : : 

the above Inn, and will be happy toserve his customers at all y 7 HERE you will find Beaver and Silk Hats, French and 

times with ALE, SPIRITS, &c., of the very best quality. Paris Hats, Beaver Bonnets, and Caps, in great variety. 
Observe they are the sole Manufacturers of their own goods, 


TALBOT INN, HANLE i @ and by their extensive Business, they are determined to sell at 
small profits, and quick returns ! 
WILLIAM BERRY oe . 


EGS to inform his Friends and the Public, that he has entered Printed for the Executive of ‘‘ The United Branches of Operative 
the above well-known Inn, where he will use his utmost ‘ . . 
exertions, as formerly, to meet the wishes of those who may favour | Potters,” and Published by W. Evans, Brunswick Street, 
him with their support. The Public, as usual, will find an excel-| Shelton; Sold also by Brown, Longton; Dent, and Yates, 
lent Giass of ALE, and every thing to promote their comfort. Shelton; Manley, Burslem ; Bell, Stoke, &c. &c 
Country Gentlemen, Travellers, and others, will meet with | —~ Bd Ne i a ee 
every accommodation. BATE, PRINTER, SHELTON 
GOOD STABLING. 
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